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Jesus reveals himself to John

Book of Isaiah: 40: 6-11
Epistle: 2 Co 10:1-11
Gospel: IJn 1:29-34

It is therefore in order to give us an example of humility,
and to commit ourselves to receiving baptism which blots
out sins and gives us salvation, that the Lord deigned to be
baptized from the hands of his servant. This passage from
the Scriptures reveals the Holy Trinity; the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit manifested himself in
the visible form of a dove when he descended on Our Lord
after his baptism. It’s a symbol of simplicity. The form of
the dove teaches those who have been sanctified by the
Holy Spirit to flee all duplicity, not to do his deeds with
coldness. The dove knows not to tear, while the ravens give
Kisses, but at the same time they tear. The ravens feed on
bodies that have been put to death, which the dove does not
do, which feeds only on the fruits of the earth. Do not be
afraid of division, recognize in the dove the symbol of the
unity of Christian brothers and sisters in order to live a true
peace.
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Ministries of Sacraments

Anointing of the Sick:
Please call the Church Office :(506) 444-6023
Confessions:

Office Hours:
Tuesday to Friday 10:00AM-2:00PM

Available upon Request & 30 minutes prior to mass V €
Baptism: -
. - B 2l
Please call the Church Office, One month prior b
Marriage: o ,

Please call Church Office, Six months prior
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Our Sacred Stories by Father John Jennings

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord: Why do we do this?

Recently | had the honour of gathering at the parish church with several families and welcoming into the Christian community
a new member. Ferguson “Fergus” is a little over 4 years of age. Surrounded by family and friends as well as by members
of the parish community, Fergus seemed to both tolerate and often enjoy the attention paid to him. Certainly, his parents,
grandparents, uncles, aunts and cousins were in a happy space. Fergus’s baptism was something for everyone to celebrate.
Over the years, in a variety of communities | would estimate | have celebrated the baptisms of 1500 or more new Christians.
Some of those we welcomed were adults, most have been children, many infants. Each time it is both a thrill and a joy to
welcome these new Christians into the community. Often, we have done this in the setting of a Sunday Eucharist where the
whole community welcomes their newest member. Always the welcome is a gift of the whole community. For Fergus, his
baptism was a beginning of his life as a disciple of Jesus. Like the disciples we hear of in the Gospels, or the crowd that
surrounded John the Baptist and Jesus at the River Jordan (Luke 3:15-16, 21-22), Fergus was beginning a journey of faith that
would be life-long. As he began this journey, the Spirit was poured out upon him as it was upon Jesus. With the Spirit, like
Jesus and the disciples who have gone before us, Fergus has been acknowledged as a beloved of God. Baptism is part of our
sacramental tradition. This tradition acknowledges the wonder of all created reality. This created universe, including our
humanity is an expression of God’s overwhelming love. We do not easily grasp this. As well, all of the sacraments, including
baptism, are part of life journey in a community of faith. Neither Fergus nor any of us make this journey alone. The baptism
of Fergus was a beginning of a communal journey. Many were involved. First of all parents, grandparents and others of his
family gathered around him. This family want to share many things with him. Among the gifts they want to share is the faith
tradition they have. They wish their child to be surrounded by the same loving faith community that they themselves have
had. They want their child to be part of their own journey. Our faith community wants the same for him. We want him to
join us on our own journey, to be part of us. And so we welcome him and express our commitment to share our faith, our
love and our support for him in the years to come. We also speak for the whole of the Catholic community of faith. We are
a family of faith to which we have now gathered a newly welcomed member. If we look for it, we will find it. We are a
communal faith. Our Christian Scriptures are gifts for this community. Whether gospels or letters or prophetic proclamations,
they are for communities of faith. Paul writing to the community in Ephesus is clear about our communal character: “There
is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God
and Father of all.” (Ephesians 4:4-5) Baptism, like all of our sacramental tradition, is about relationships — with God.




Divine Liturgy Time
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Mass Intentions

Sunday, January 07, 2023 Mass 11:30 AM
1t Sunday after Epiphany
Blessing of Holy Water

Mass in Memory of Youssef and Watfa EI-Khoury,
Requested by their children.

Monday 08/01 No Mass

Tuesday 09/01, Mass 11:30 AM
For the late Nazih Saba

Wednesday 10/01 , Mass 6:30 PM
For the late Nazih Saba

Thursday 11/01, Mass 11:30 AM
For the late Nazih Saba.

Friday 12/01, NO Mass

Saturday 13/01, NO Mass

Sunday, January 14, 2024. Mass 11:30 AM
2nd Sunday after Epiphany

by the Parish of Saint Charbel — Fredericton.

Mass in Memory of the late Msgr Joseph Salame, requested
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Saint Charbel oil LAMP

Saint Charbel Oil Lamp light for a week is Available in memory of a loved one or for a
special intention. Suggested donation $10.00. See Msgr. Azzi to select a week.

Offertory December 24 /25 - 2023

Collection Sunday Dec 24: $ 845 .00
Christmas masses: $2015.00

Donations to St. Charbel’s Parish Use-E-
Transfer: to BMO Direct Deposit Via
Email:fredericton.stcharbel@gmail.com
Thank you in Advance, God Bless.
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Miscellaneous

&' ~ Saint Charbel Parish is seeking new members to its Parish Pastoral and
Administrative Councils for the year 2024 starting in January. we

/Parzc\;ﬁ/ encourage you to take an active role in helping build and vision our

Councrl Panshinto the future. Please contact in person Msgr Pierre Azzi.

The 2024 Offertory Envelopes are now available at the entrance of the
church. Please advise the office of any change to your address. There are
envelopes for the new users, please verify the number. Thank you for your
kind generosity

C [ﬂu:nl)(, THANK YOU to all supporters, sponsors, volunteers, and organizers of the
(ljﬁl&) New Year’s Eve Party. Happy New year 2024 to All.

THE DATES!

- St Anthony The Great,
January 17

- Saint Maron, February 9

Happy New Year to All and Peace

- Saint Valentine Feb 14 Family Prayers Sunday Mass
' ! yrray y to the whole World.
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