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Fifth Sunday of Great Lent: The Healing of the Paralytic
il plid anf s Sl o gaall (e Gualdd) 2aY)

Book of Isaiah 35:1-6, 8, 9b -10
Epistle: 1 Timothy 5:24-25
Gospel: St Marc 2: 1-12

Tuesday to Friday: 10:00AM to 2:00PM.

Lent every year is our desert experience, a time to rediscover our
connection with our loving parent God. In the desert of Lent we step
back and look at where we are in our journey. "'Stand up and take your
mat and walk™ It was this man's misery that he needed to be so carried,
and shows the suffering state of human life; it was kind of those who so
carried him, and teaches the compassion that should be in men, toward
their fellow-creatures in distress. True faith and strong faith may work
in various ways; but it shall be accepted and approved by Jesus Christ.
Sin is the cause of all our pains and sicknesses. The way to remove the
effect is to take away the cause. Pardon of sin strikes at the root of all
diseases. Christ proved his power to forgive sin, by showing his power
to cure the man sick of the palsy. And his curing disease was a figure of
his pardoning sin, for sin is the disease of the soul; when it is pardoned,
it is healed. When we see what Christ does in healing souls, we must
own that we never saw the like. Most men think themselves whole; they
feel no need of a physician, therefore despise or neglect Christ and his
gospel. But the convinced, humbled sinner, who despairs of all help,
excepting from the Savior, will show his faith by applying to him
without delay. Do you know the healing power of forgiveness? Jesus'
treatment of sinners upset the religious teachers of the day. The scribes
regarded this as blasphemy because they understood that only God had
authority to forgive sins and to unbind a man from his burden of guilt.
Jesus claimed an authority which only God could rightfully give.
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Ministries of Sacraments

Anointing of the Sick: Office Hours:

Please cgll th_e Church Office :(506) 444-6023 Tuesday to Friday 10:00AM-2:00PM
Confessions:

Available upon Request & 30 minutes prior to mass
Baptism: o
Please call the Church Office, One month prior ”z"
Marriage: ¢
Please call Church Office, Six months prior
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Our Sacred Stories by Father John Jennings

Christian Faith: A Human & Divine Encounter

As long as | am in the world, I am the light of the world (John 9:5). How does Christian faith and an awareness of God enter
our lives? There is no single, simple response to this question. But in most cases, it involves others, family, friends, even
sometimes, persons we just happen to meet in a community in which we find ourselves. Even when we enter a community
of faith as small children, it will be a life-long process of growth as we meet others who present us with a living faith that
engages us. Pope Francis, as he began his papacy in 2013 issued and encyclical letter entitled “The Joy of the Gospel”
(Evangelii Gaudium). It emphasized the mission that has been bestowed on every Christian from their very baptism. As he
putit: I dream of a ‘missionary option’, that is, a missionary impulse capable of transforming everything, so that the Church’s
ways of doing things, times and schedules, language and structures can be suitably channeled for the evangelization of today’s
world rather than for her self-preservation (EV 27). This vision a Christian community of disciples as sharers of the Good
News is one of the motivating elements of the current gatherings underway in the Catholic community. The Synod on
Synodality, unusual or unfamiliar as the phrase may sound, is really about opening the vision of Church in which all members
are active sharers of the faith for the sake of others. Our faith is always a communal faith. We hold Chrisitan faith so that it
might be given away to others and that all might gain new life through this Good News. On this 4" Sunday of Lent there are
two options for the Gospel reading. One of them is directed to those just entering our community as newly baptized, but it
also speaks to all of us who may have been baptized years ago. It is the story of person who has an initial encounter with faith
and Jesus (John 9:1-41). It relates the gradual and progressive way in which a blind man slowly arrives at sight and light and
faith through the encounter. This is an evangelization story. In many ways it expresses how the faith of any one of us has
been planted and nurtured through encounters with others and their faith. As John relates, Jesus encounters a man who has
been blind from birth. He reaches out to the man and heals his blindness, restoring his sight. This is a wondrous act, a miracle.
Suddenly, a person who could not see regains sight. But there is a bigger wonder, a greater miracle that is found in this story.
The blind man gained his physical sight, but then gradually he came to a new kind of sight as well. He came to see with
spiritual vision. The spiritual sight gained by the blind man in John’s Gospel was very gradual and involved many others,
including his neighbours, some Pharisees, as well as another encounter with Jesus, in which the man expresses his faith that
Jesus is the Son of Man, the active presence of God among us.
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The Healing of the Paralytic il “!. a1
All the faithful departed of Moussa & Hanna Families, i LT T
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Way of the Cross at 6:30 PM

Saturday 16/03 , Mass at 11:30 AM
In Memory of Monzer Chaer
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Sunday, Mars 17, 2024. Mass 11:30 AM
(St Patrick day)

We will celebrate St Joseph’s (Maech’s 19)
For the Parishioners of Saint Charbel

Saint Charbel oil LAMP

Saint Charbel Oil Lamp light for a week is Available in memory of a loved one or for a
special intention. Suggested donation $10.00. See Msgr. Azzi to select a week.

Offertory March 03

Donations to St. Charbel’s Parish Use-E-
Transfer: to BMO Direct Deposit Via
Email:fredericton.stcharbel@gmail.com
Thank you in Advance, God Bless.

Collection: $675.00
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Announcements

“A PRAYER TO ST JOSEPH ON HIS FEAST DAY MARCH 19”

To you, O blessed Joseph, do we come in our tribulation, and having implored the
help of your most holy Spouse, we confidently invoke your patronage also. Through
that charity which bound you to the Immaculate Virgin Mother of God and through
the paternal love with which you embraced the Child Jesus, we humbly beg you
graciously to regard the inheritance which Jesus Christ has purchased by his Blood,
and with your power and strength to aid us in our necessities. O most watchful
guardian of the Holy Family, defend the chosen children of Jesus Christ; O most
loving father, ward off from us every contagion of error and corrupting influence. O
our most mighty protector, be kind to us and from heaven assist us in our struggle
with the power of darkness. As once you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly peril,
so now protect God’s Holy Church from the snares of the enemy and from all
adversity; shield, too, each one of us by your constant protection, so that, supported
bv vour exampole and vour aid. we mav be able to live piouslv. to die in holiness.

¢ St Joseph Feast March 19 +» Palm Sunday March 24
SAVE ¢ Feast of Saint Rafgqa March 23 » Good Friday March 29

THE DATES! «» Annunciation Feast March 25 «» Easter March 31

‘ii Jﬁ, MAAMOUL FOR SALE
' "‘f" s We will be having MAAMOUL FOR SALE, we have 4 varieties: Dates,
' & * Walnuts, Pistachio and Mix for $40 each Kg. To order, Plz contact o)
. Samantha Gerges at 506- 261 6252. Deadline March 14. E‘

Job offers at St Charbel’s parish — Fredericton NB
We are looking for a person can work in the church a full-time
job
Job Title: Pastoral animator;
Requirement:
a) Have a university degree of theology or Catholic religious
science, or equivalent
b) Have a knowledge of the liturgy of the Maronite catholic

CANDLES FOR PALM SUNDAY

To Reserve your Palm Sunday
Candles, Plz contact Msgr
Pierre Azzi or Houda Dable

Ml g church,
MAY 17'20' 2024 c) Language requested: English, Lebanese, and the Syriac
language.
SAVE THE 3 _4._ d) Can provide Maronite-catholic religious education, also

spiritual guidance and moral support to parishioners.
e) Conduct outreach activities and facilitate community
involvement among members and within the city, by
planning and managing a different pastoral activity.
f) Have a good knowledge of the Microsoft office and admin
office work
g) Have some major skills like: Leadership, Problem
solver, Motivator, Creativity, Multi-tasks, good
listener, Team work ...
P.s. hourly schedule will be discussed upon interview.
(wages per hour).
. . For more information and to submit a CV, plz contact
‘?H—*A: ej—ﬂd‘ (A ) church office:506 444 6023 and /or
o - fredericton.stcharbel @gmail.com
493 Al D>1 YV~ | Msgr Pierre Azzi, Pastor
St Charbel’s parish
Cell. 902 880 8797

DATE

Lent Seasons:
Fasting, Prayers,
Charity.



mailto:fredericton.stcharbel@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.shutterstock.com/search/lent&psig=AOvVaw0IwMZtVrOAocBVPRAJIgaZ&ust=1581713480084000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLi30Ie0z-cCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pngegg.com%2Fen%2Fpng-eedrh&psig=AOvVaw15xR0jwcDPBY_6zLfD5eP7&ust=1609123239312000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKDPyKqR7e0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAI

