Pastor: Msgr. Pierre Azzi

Sub Deacon: Rev. Pierre Kreidi

Finance Council
George Youssef
Rabih El-Alam

Facebook Page

Saint Charbel’s Parish, Fredericton

Email

fredericton.stcharbel@gmail.com

Website: www.saintcharbel.ca

Saint Charbel’s Parish
299 Argyle Street, Fredericton, NB E3B 1T8

Telephone:1-506-444-6023
Fax: 1-506-444-6024
Office Hours
Tuesday to Friday: 10:00AM to 2:00PM.
Msgr Azzi Cell: 1-902-880-8797

~

EPARCHIE SAINT MARON
CANADA

Saint Charbel’s Parish
Maronite Catholic Church - Established 1983

Weekly Bulletin October 22, 2023

culall de any ualad) aaY)
Sixth Sunday after the Feast of the Holy Cross

Epistle: Gh 6:1-10
Gospel: St Mt 25: 14-30

The gifts we receive from God include skills, abilities, family connections,
social positions, education, experiences, and more. A rich man delegates
the management of his wealth to his servants, much as investors in today’s
markets do. He gives five talents (a large unit of money) to the first servant,
two talents to the second, and one talent to the third. Two of the servants
earn 100 percent returns by trading with the funds, but the third servant
hides the money in the ground and earns nothing. The rich man returns,
rewards the two who made money, but severely punishes the servant who
did nothing. The meaning of the parable extends far beyond financial
investments. God has given each person a wide variety of gifts, and he
expects us to employ those gifts in his service. It is not acceptable merely
to put those gifts on a closet shelf and ignore them. Like the three servants,
we do not have gifts of the same degree. The return God expects of us is
commensurate with the gifts we have been given. The servant who
received one talent was not condemned for failing to reach the five-talent
goal; he was condemned because he did nothing with what he was given.
The point of the parable is that we are to use whatever we have been given
for God’s purposes. The severe consequences to the unproductive servant,
far beyond anything triggered by mere business mediocrity, tell us that we
are to invest our lives, not waste them. The implication of the parable is
that we are to use whatever talents we’ve been given to the best of our
ability for God’s glory, and when we have done that, we are on an equal
playing field with other faithful, trustworthy servants of God.
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https://www.theologyofwork.org/key-topics/vocation-overview-article/discerning-gods-guidance-to-a-particular-kind-of-work/guidance-to-a-job-or-profession/your-skills-and-gifts

Ministries of Sacraments

Anointing of the Sick: Office Hours:

Please call the Church Office :(506) 444-6023
Confessions:

Available upon Request & 30 minutes prior to mass
Baptism:

Please call the Church Office, One month prior
Marriage:

Please call Church Office, Six months prior

Tuesday to Friday 10:00AM-2:00PM
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Our Sacred Stories by Father John Jennings

Encountering God in our World

Does God really care? Does God actually enter our human life? Our history? Sometimes this is hard to recognize. Evidence
to the contrary may be drawn from the wars and political upsets around the globe, the in equalities and injustices that mark so
much of the world’s peoples. Even within our own personal and communal lives there are so many instances where facing
health, economic, and relational issues leave many of us wondering about our faith in God’s presence among us and whether
in fact, God does care. Our Jewish ancestors in the Old Testament as well as our Islamic cousins hold the view of Christians
that God indeed does care and does speak to us and enter into our story. We can recognize this encounter with God time and
again in the stories of our faith, our scriptures. Many years ago | was fortunate enough to have a very capable and wise
scripture professor . He noted a principle that helps us to recognize the manner in which God speaks to us. He stated the
principle in this way: If God speaks to humanity, God speaks in human language. If God did not use human language,
humanity could not hear God. We hold in faith that God does care and that God does touch our human story. How then, does
God speak in human terms? God speaks or acts in human history by way of created instruments. Just as we know an artist or
an author through the works of the artist or the author, so too we come to recognize or hear God through the works of God
that are all around us. We sense God in the marvels and wonders of nature and of humanity. Just think of the sense of wonder
that comes from looking at the heavens on a clear starry night. Or recall a moment when you were able to gaze on a new-
born child. These are wonders of God the Creator, the giver of life. They are ways in which we encounter God-with-us. The
readings of this Sunday help us to see further how God speaks to us in human terms. In our scriptures, both the Old and New
Testament we hear of God using human instruments to enter our human story. In the first reading this Sunday, the prophet
Isaiah, himself an instrument of God speaks of the Persian King, Cyrus. As Isaiah describes it, Cyrus, a pagan king becomes
the instrument by which God saves the People of Israel from exile and returns them to their land. Cyrus is the means by which
God intervenes in the history of God’s People. In Matthew’s Gospel, we hear one of the stories of Jesus’ discussing with the
Pharisees. They try to trap him into denying his Judaism or into speaking against Roman authority. Jesus response to them
is to do neither. As we hear this story, however, we are drawn into a recognition that faith and our relationship with God is
lived out in the midst of the secular world. Jesus points out to the Pharisees that they are to give to God what belongs to God
and to the emperor what belongs to him. We live in a complex world of the secular and the spiritual. Neither denies or
excludes the other. The story of Christian faith is founded on what we refer to as the Incarnation. That is, one of the
foundations of our faith is that God enters our human condition in the person of Jesus Christ, God and human.
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Saint Charbel oil LAMP

Saint Charbel Oil Lamp light for a week is Available in memory of a loved one or for a
special intention. Suggested donation $10.00. See Msgr. Azzi to select a week.

Offertory October 15

Donations to St. Charbel’s Parish Use-E-
Transfer: to BMO Direct Deposit Via
Email:fredericton.stcharbel@gmail.com
Thank you in Advance, God Bless.

Collection: $1,121.00




Miscellaneous

<" %= if you are aware of any sick person and would like to receive a visit from the
priest, please contact the church office or Msgr Pierre cell 902 880 8797

os ® sessscsa,, The month of October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary. According to an account by

"‘October '$ fifteenth-century Dominican, Alan de la Roch, Mary appeared to St. Dominic in

* Month of The ..r‘} 1206 after he had been praying and doing severe penances because of his lack of

Holy Rosary 4 success in combating the Albigensian heresy. Mary praised him for his valiant fight

o xxx —vececssece” against the heretics and then gave him the Rosary as a mighty weapon, explained

= its uses and efficacy, and told him to preach it to others.

On October 28, we celebrate the feast day of St. Jude Feast of
Thaddeus, the patron saint of lost causes, desperate situations, Saint Jude

: hospitals and Armenia. In time for this occasion, let us reflect October 28
upon his life and legacy and look for lessons that we can apply EI0DS

in our walk of faith. As one of the twelve apostles of Jesus, St. -
E" \ ‘II

THE DATES! Jude Thaddeus preached the good news of Jesus throughout

Galilee, Samaria and Judea. In 37 A.D., he traveled to
Mesopotamia which is known today as Irag. There he became
a leader of the Church of the East, a church that St. Thomas
founded. St. Jude Thaddeus also journeyed across Libya,

- St John-Paul 1l October 22
- Feast of All Saints November 1%

“ Faithful Departed — All Souls Day Turkey, Persia and Mesopotamia with St. Simon. Together

Nov 2nd they preached the good news and led many people to
- Remembrance Day November 11 Christianity. He is often credited as having helped start the
- Lebanese Day November 22 Armenian Church and other congregations outside the Roman

Empire..
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